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When the Intimate dance floor at the Half Note Lounge gets too packed, the chore­
ography in the crowd doesn't stop.The party faithful fill the aisles or keep time in their seats. 
Mud1 like the infectious joy in Sunday service, but at the Half Note, folks arc sprung to 

action by the organic vibes of G,,e soul music from Secret Society. 

Led by s:~xophonist Bryan Mills, the six piece band routinely serves up radio-ready covers 

of cL1ssic and current grooves !Tom the urban contemporary playlist with a deep repertoire 

of Mid1ael Jackson, Stevie Wonder, Luther Vandross, M axwell, and a little D oug E. Fresh. 

Since Ap1i l 2009, Secret Society's been a staple at Bowie's Half ote Lounge playing mul­

tiple dates tlu·oughout a given month. 
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"The H alf Note really put us on cl1e map;' 

says M ills who spends his days teaching 

music at Gb dys Noon Spellman Elementary 

in Cheverly. "The first time we played, t11ey 

really liked us, and it was a wrap after t11ae' 

In any town you can .6nd soud musicians 

who often languish in obscurity because no 

one's discovered how good they really are. ln 

a short tin1e, owner Derric E. T homas has 

created a venue cl1at gives bands uke Secret 

Society a platform to build a fan base. 

"It's a powerfi1l thing, and I'm happy to be 

a part of that;' Thomas says. "But Secret 

Society took mal1:ers into their own hands

wid, ilieir awareness and their approach to

marketing and developing a following, which

is a bigger part of t11eir success:' 

The band's drawing power is its raw soul­

6Jled sound cl1at burns cl1rough in an era of 

auto-tune enhanced tracks. Patrons fill me

Half Note to cl1e brim and arc willing to

stand outside (even on chilly February

nights) for a chance to get in. 

While Secret Society's earned kudos for

beiJlg a soud cover group, Mills isn't content

to play oilier people's music. H e says the

group hoped to al"tract a fOLlowing by play­

ing familiar songs at a high level. "So when I
get that fan base, wllid1 I'm starting to do,

and people are conling to see us, me next

project will be all originals, iliat way l will

have a fan base mat I can appeal to. We want

to get people on om side;' he continues.

"Where cl1ey say, 'If it's a Secret Society CD,

it must be good:" 

The band's studio project is in the works,

but you can listen to ilie group's latest

recording: Live at cl1e Half Note Lounge,

available at all Secret Society shows. 

PRINCE GEORGE'S SUITE MAGAZINE 

The Littlest •oecret' 
When youfirst see Brenden Mills and his drums, you might be tempted to call him a "little drummer boy." 

After all, Brenden's an 11-year-old, only childwho loves his video games and playingbasketball at school. 
He likes all sports, and according to his father, BryanMills, Brenden is an average kid. 
Average, that is, until he gets behind a drum set. When that happens, Brenden Mills is all musician. 
The Thomas Pullen lntem1ediate School student has been keeping rhythm sinoe he was onlytwo years 

old, and got his first real drum set at the age of four. His fathersays that ea~y on, family members noticed 
that Brenden started out using all types of items, such as spoons and toys, to bang out sounds. 

These days, this drummer has advanced far past his toys. His weekends are spend playing drums for 
two different church choirs - one on Saturday and one on Sunday. We will be watching this young man's 
future. II might indude having his own band at the Half Note Lounge. 
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